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• Invasive Alien Species IAS; 

WHAT is the link between FinBIF 

and IAS?

WHY do we need information on 

IAS? And WHY even more 

information is needed –

worldwide and in Finland?

• WHAT is the role of the FinBIF 

for us? WHY does the 

Governmental authority need 

FinBIF?

• WHAT are our core needs and 

demands? HOW and WHEN do 

we use FinBIF? 
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It´s all about the information!

1. We have enough information to know why to react!

– IAS challenge worldwide and Finland - IAS is an enormous 

worldwide ”economic-ecological problem”; 

• Worldwide IAS constitute the second threat to biodiversity.

• The costs of combating measures worldwide exceed USD 

1,400 billion (EUR 1,054 billion), equivalent to about 2% to 

3% of the combined GDP of the world.

2.  Because of the information we have to 

decide how to react! –

There is a need for tools!

 Need for a national policy on 

IAS in Finland!
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EU Regulation 

on IAS

National Act on 

IAS

EU IAS 

list

49 species

National 

IAS list 

Government  

Decree

Finland´s National Strategy on IAS

National Advisory Board on IAS

The core of Finland´s IAS policy –

Tools to react
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Our numerous demands and needs… 1/3

1. Need for even more and all kinds of information on IAS; 

we need information on

 IAS observations

 impacts of IAS (environmental, 

social, economy)

 …

2. Need for an information channel 

 for stakeholders and citizens to report on their IAS 

observations
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Our numerous demands and needs… 2/3

3. Need for a site / location / home for information where to

 store and maintain the collected information and data

4. Need for a noticeboard to

 share information as well as guidance 

and instructions 

 raise awareness

5. Need for an ”alarm bell” to

 detect and report rapidly the appearance of any invasive 

alien species, whose presence was previously unknown

 share early warning information
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Our numerous demands and needs… 3/3

6. Need for a system to collect and record new updated

information; need for a surveillance system for IAS for

 monitoring and surveying of IAS 

occurrences (presence and distribution 

of new as well as already established 

IAS)

 recording management measures of 

eradications

 recording effectiveness of measures

7. Need for a storage of information for reporting

 for [us, the Governmental authority] to compile and 

report to the EU
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National IAS portal online –

the specific part of FinBIF



Information channel and home 1/4

National IAS portal online – The specific part of FinBIF

 We can receive information and we have the home

• Information easily received - the information channel 

for observations is online

– Stakeholders and citizens can easily use reporting 

forms to report their IAS observations

• Relevant and up-to-date information stored

– Fact sheets on individual species, general information 

(species, impacts), links, legislation, publications,…



Noticeboard 2/4

National IAS portal online – The specific part of FinBIF

 We can share information and raise awareness

• Information easily distributed

– News, events, notices and notifications, …



Early warning – ”Alarm bell” 3/4

Alarm bell for IAS - Included in FinBIF

 We can bring notice and receive notice rapidly

• Appearances of new IAS detected and confirmations 

rapidly received and sent through the system to/from 

the other EU Member States. 



System to monitor 4/4

Surveillance system for IAS - Included in FinBIF

 We can record updated new information, monitor and 

report the results

• Information on management measures of eradications 

and effectiveness of measures easily recorded and 

updated

• Information for reporting to the EU easily compiled



FinBIF - The increasing role

Need for more efficient information and 

communication activities on IAS:

 Increased information activities are the most efficient 

and least costly way to prevent damages caused by 

IAS in advance

 To satisfy the increasing needs, the role and value of 

FinBIF is increasing
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More information:

Finnish 

IAS portal

Finnish Biodiversity 

Information 

Facility

http://www.habitas.org.uk/invasive/photo.asp?item=620111
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